Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.009 Å; R factor = 0.075; wR factor = 0.204; data-to-parameter ratio = 14.1.
In the title compound, C 14 H 12 Br 2 O, the dihedral angle between the aromatic rings is 2. 7 (3) and the Br atoms lie on the same side of the molecule. No intermolecular interactions occur in the crystal beyond van der Waals contacts.
Related literature
For the use of benzyl groups in organic synthesis, see; Rao & Kumar (2001) ; Tareque et al. (2006) .
Experimental
Crystal data 
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Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2013 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2013) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: Mercury (Macrae et al., 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: Mercury.
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Comment
Benzyl groups are commonly used for the protection of alcohol and phenol moieties for synthesis. The benzyl alcohol used in the benzylation of phenol (Tareque, et al.,, 2006) . The benzyl ethers are used as intermediates in sigmatropic rearrangement reactions such as Claisen and the Cope rearrangements (Rao and Kumar, 2001 ).
In the title compound, C 14 H 10 Br 2 O, (Fig. 1) , the dihedral angle between the aromatic rings is 2.7 (3)° and the Br atoms lie on the same side of the molecule. No intermolecular interactions occur in the crystal beyond van der Waals′ contacts.
Experimental
2-Bromobenzyl alcohol (1.87 g, 0.01 mol), sodium hydride 0.24 g, 0.01 mol) and 2-bromobenzyl bromide (2.52 g, 0.01 mol) were ground well and mixed in 25 ml of THF. The mixture were stirred in a beaker at 60 °C for one hour. The mixture was kept aside for five days at room temperature in a vaccum desiccator over phosphorous pentoxide. The colourless crystals were obtained by slow evaporation (M. P. 374 -376 K). Colourless blocks were obtained from slow evaporation of a solution of ethylacetate.
Refinement
The hydrogen atom were fixed geometrically (C-H=0.93-0.96 Å) and allowed to ride on their parent atoms with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C).
Figure 1
A view of the title molecule, with displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 50% probability level. ) is used only for calculating -R-factor-obs etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger. 
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